44TH SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

JOINT STATEMENT
[bookmark: _GoBack]TO BE DELIVERED UNDER ITEM 3 – ID WITH THE SR MIGRANTS (MONDAY, JULY 6TH)

“COVID-19 and the human rights of migrants”

The COVID-19 pandemic isa global health crisis with unprecedented social and economic implications. It has disproportionately affected people already vulnerable or in marginalized situations. 

Amongthose severely affected are migrants, who may face discrimination and other human rights violations exposing them to significant risk, including obstacles in accessing health care, education and other services, inadequate living and working conditions, and rising levels of xenophobia and racism.Border closures and restrictions on human mobility have trapped many migrants in precarious situations, impacting their human rights and well-being. 

Throughout the pandemic, migrantworkers have provided essential labour across sectors like health care, the food industry, delivery services and transportation, yet are sometimes excluded from health and socioeconomic protections. Migrant women, in particular, make up a disproportionate share of the workforce in other critical sectors like nursing, care work cleaning, and domestic labour, and could be vulnerable to gender-based violence, exploitation and abuse, facing sometimes barriers to access protection and essential services. Many migrantworkers in temporary or informal positions have seen theirlivelihoodsdisrupted, which has consequences for them and their families in countries of origin, as remittances decline.

We welcome the Secretary-General’s Policy Brief: COVID-19 and People on the Move and agree that global efforts to manage this crisis depends upon upholding human rights in public health responses and a comprehensive recovery that includes all, in order to fulfill the promise of the 2030 Agenda. We encourage States to act upon the Secretary-General’s recommendations and call on them to protect the human rights of all migrants, regardless of their migration status, during and after the pandemic.

It is in the interest of all countries to ensure that migrants are able to benefit from health care and other basic services, knowing that the health of a society depends on the health of all. We call on States to ensure migrants have access to all available preventive, testing and treatment services, as well as to mental health support. Migrants must also be included in efforts to mitigate and roll-back the socioeconomic consequences of the pandemic, as failure to do so will make recovery policies less effective and risks exacerbating entrenched discrimination and human rights violations. 

We also call on States to guarantee the labour rights of all migrant workers,providethem withhealth protective equipment and ensure they are compensated for their efforts without discrimination. Migrant workers’ contributions will continue to be fundamental as the world recovers from the pandemic and, in this regard, we call on Statesto confront fear, racism and xenophobia by preventing misinformation andpromoting a more objective and humane perception of migrants and migration. 

We further encourage States to ensure migrants wanting to return to their countries of origin can be repatriated and received by their States in a safe and orderly manner. All returns must take full account of the protection measures necessary to prevent and contain the spread of the virus,while border closures must not prevent migrants from the right to seek asylum in conformity with the principle of non-refoulement.Alternative lodging in non-custodial settings is also encouraged, as immigration detention facilities pose serious risks for the protection of migrants’ right to health when they are overcrowded or in unsanitary conditions. 

We commend States that are leading the way,implementing measures that are inclusive of all migrants, in recognition of the universality of human rights. We recognize the value of also including migrants in policy and decision-making that affect them and, in this regard, we will explore opportunities to listen to migrants’ experiences with the pandemic, in order to ensure that response and recovery measures address their specific needs.

We further commend the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Human Rights Council’s special procedures and treaty bodies for their advice in connection with the emergency, and welcome the statements and guidance from the UN Migration Network.

We recognize and commend civil society organizations that, despite quarantine and lockdown measures, continue to provide critical services for migrants.

Finally, we agree with the Secretary General that we are all in this together and call on all States to guarantee the right of non-discrimination, uphold the rights of all migrants regardless of status and prevent the exacerbation of their vulnerabilities. We also call on States to reinvigorate international cooperation and solidarityin meeting the health andsocioeconomic challenges of the pandemic and in “building back better”, recognizing that no country can do this on its own.

